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What's the Japanese Word for This? 


Learn how to ask what something is in the Japanese language 


Mark Complete 1 (©) oe 


Also AppearsIn: Conversational Japanese for Absolute Beginners 


Absolute Beginner—Fun and Easy Level 1 Japanese 
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Dialogue Vocabulary Lesson Notes Lesson Transcript Comments 


o Dialogue - Japanese Hide (A) 


anit] English Romaji Hiragana All 
() () (The sound of eating) 


©) () A: 3—A,. 6LYULL‘. (Cough cough cough!) a5. ! 


@) @) B: (laughing)Z 7ld/7\7 X—-=atFs, 


(@) @) Cl NFR =a DNGR-=SIIIEAC CRA CHD? 


(@) @) B bent ko HAL, 


@) @) (beeping), 5 N—= AIKIIEA CCL IS ROLTH. 


(@) @) A: (Cough cough cough.) 4#%4—, t3A5L-: +, 


o Vocabulary Hide (A) 


C English @&) kana Romaji 


Aas [ICIZAC] 1 EXAMPLE @ 
@) @) ® Japanese 
(@) (@) BAB. POYELA, 


@) | don't understand Japanese. 


Ree [AVC] 1EXAMPLE @ 
SI @) @) ® English (language) 
(@) @) RBM bOY ETD. 
©) Do you understand English? 
0 @) @) @) FoTSHSL, [Eat HAL. ] LEXAMPLE @ 
Please wait. 


@) @) Be rboTS KES 


@) Just a moment, please. 


SWELL [SLL] 1EXAMPLE @ 
a @) @) ® delicious, tasty 
@) @) chite TEBULOTT. 


@) This is very tasty. 


Dos [DOW] LEXAMPLE @ 
0@M@O® sic 


@) @) chit. POUTTA. 
@) Is this spicy? 


TOTOLO. LS5HOL [L5H5L] LEXAMPLE 


we hot pepper 
@) (@) E4A LIAB EBA, 
~@) There is no hot pepper. 
Add to Flashcard Deck | | Add to Word Bank | | Slideshow | | Take Quiz 
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Lesson Focus 


The Focus of This Lesson Is Asking How to Say Something in Japanese or English. 
Harapényo wa Nihongo de nan desu ka? 

NFR—DaldIClEAT CEA TID? 

"What's ‘jalapeno’ in Japanese? " 


In this lesson, you'll learn how to ask what something is in Japanese or English- and in any other language you like! 


"What's [blank] in Japanese?" 


You already learned how to ask "What is this?" in Lesson 11: kore wa nan desu ka? You'll probably remember that nan desu 
ka? simply means "What is...?" Here, we'll learn how to ask what something is in another language. 


* Sentence Pattern: 


[unknown word] wa [language] de nan desu ka? "What is [unknown word] in [language]?" 


Here is how we can ask about unknown words in Japanese. All you need to do is add the little phrase nihongo de after intro- 
ducing the word you want to ask about with [word] wa. 


[word in English] wa nihongo de nan desu ka? "What is [word in English] in Japanese?" 


Of course, you can reverse this pattern and ask: 


[word in Japanese] wa eigo de nan desu ka? "What is [word in Japanese] in English? 


Eigo, as you probably remember, is the "English language." 


Talking about Other Languages 


You've probably noticed that the words for "the Japanese language," nihongo ((</£A, <), and "the English language," eigo 
(AC), both end in -go in Japanese, which means "language." So in order to ask what a word is in a language other than 
English or Japanese, all you have to do is add -go to the name of a country in Japanese. 


Note: Most countries are called in Japanese by a katakana version of how we pronounce that country's name in the native 
language: for example, "Italy" is itaria (4 % U 7’), because in Italian the country of "Italy" is called /talia; similarly, "Germany" 
is called doitsu (+ 4 ‘Y), after the German name Deutschland. However, many of the countries in Asia, such as North and 
South Korea, China, Taiwan, etc., have names written in kanji (Chinese characters). 


For Example: 

Romanization Japanese +go "English" 

supein ANAY go "Spanish" (language) 
(=) 

furansu TPA go "French" (language) 
(Cc) 

itaria A SM go "Italian" (language) 
(<) 

doitsu K4Y go "German" (language) 
(<) 

kankoku DATS go "Korean" (language) 
(c) 

HOI go "Chinese" (language) 
chagoku (<) 
For Example: 


1. [washing machine] [£(ICIEA CT CRA CHA 
Washing machine wa nihongo de nan desu ka? 
"What's 'washing machine’ in Japanese?" 

2. [6H5 HA] ARAWOCCRATTAY 
Chuimon wa eigo de nan desu ka? 

"What's 'chdmon' in English?" 


Examples from This Dialogue 


1. Harapényo wa nihongo de nan desu ka? 
NZS =AalaIlEATCRA TTA? 
"What's 'jalapeno' in Japanese?" 


Key Vocabulary & Phrases 


* Nihongo (IZIZEAZ 
This is the word for "Japanese language" in Japanese. It combines the word for "Japan," nihon ((<|£/_), with the suffix that 
means "language," -go (). 


* Eigo (AW) 
This is the word for "English language" in Japanese. This also ends with the suffix that means language, -go (C). 


* Matte kudasai (37 T< FES) 
This phrase is a polite way to tell someone to wait; it is the equivalent of "Wait, please." 
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